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SPEECH of Mr Bows, in the Houſe of 


Commons, on Lord Maxon's Bill to pre- 
vent BRIBERY and CORRUPTION 


at ELECTIONS.» 
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à Subject for which he was totally unprepared, not knowing, till that In- 


| ſtant, the noble Lord's Intention of bringing forward, on this Day, his 


Bill for preventing what is termed Bribery at Elections. He could not, 
however, avoid expreſſing his Opinion on the preſent Occaſion; and as 


he ſhould convey it in very few Words, he hoped for the tales ok 


the Houſe. He had long thought that the Laws againſt Bribery at Elec. 
tions were already too ſevere, and that at leaſt ſome of them ought to.be 


repealed. They were repugnant to the general Tenor of the Conſtitution, _ 
and in particular to the Intereſts of the lower Claſs of Conſtituents. He 


wiſhed to be informed, whether it was the noble Lord's (Lord Mahon) 


Intention that Money ſhould not be given to the Voters to defray the un- 
avoidable Expences of their Journey to the Place of Election, and the 


various Inconveniences their Families muſt experience during their Ab- 
ſence. For Example, how was he to convey 2 or 300 Burgeſſes near 300 
Miles from London to Newcaſtle? Was he, according to the noble 


Lord's Bill, to ſend them like Priſoners of State, under the Guard of a 


Servant or Agent attending on each Coach, to watch that not one unne- 
ceflary Farthing be expended ? Did the honeſt Mechanic deferve ſuch 
Treatment from thoſe who were at that very Time pledging themſelves 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner to ſupport, inſtead of trample on their Intereſt, 

from the very Men whom they were neglecting their own Affairs to ſerve? 
He revered the Laws of his Country as much as any Man ; but he never 


could be perſuaded that they required him to harden his Heart againſt the 


prefling Wants of a Wife, and perhaps a large Family, who had reſigned, 
for a Time, their Means of Subſiſtence, that an independent EleQor might 
do his Duty. He thought it was a Candidate's indiſpenſible Duty to ſup- 
port them, in the Abſence of that Huſband, that Parent, of whom they were 
deprived, and on whoſe daily Labour their very Exiſtence depended. For 
his own Part, he openly avowed his Reſolution, never to aſk a Vote on any 
other Conditions, from the Father of a Family who was thus ſituated. 


R BOWES faid that he felt himſelf not a little cataredicel in, 
troubling the Houſe with his Sentiments, as he had been hitherta þ 
unaccuſtomed to deliver them in ſo public a Manner, and eſpecially upon 


a. 


